
Introduced by Council President Bishop and Council Members Brown, Boyer, Carter, Clark, Crescimbeni, Gulliford, Love, Schellenberg, Yarborough, Jones & Anderson: 

RESOLUTION 2013-181
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING PASSAGE OF FLORIDA HOUSE BILLS 189 and 1031 AND SENATE BILLS 1370, 1388, and 1076 Supporting the 2013-2014 duval county school board agenda concerning peco dollars, instructional material, class size amendments, end of course exams, and diploma students and graduation; DIRECTING THE CHIEF OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES TO SEND A COPY OF THIS RESOLUTION TO THE DUVAL LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION, THE SENATE PRESIDENT AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Whereas, on January 30, 2013, the Duval County Public Schools  presented their priorities for the upcoming 2013 legislative session to the Duval Delegation; and 
Whereas, on March 12, 2013, the Duval County School Board and the Jacksonville City Council conducted a joint meeting at which the Duval County Public Schools legislative agenda was discussed; and 

Whereas, the Duval County School Board is requesting appropriation of PECO dollars be restored to the non charter public schools at 2007-08 levels in the General Appropriation Act, to which a number has not been assigned as of this writing; and 

Whereas, as technology increases and the students become more computer savvy and comfortable, the requirement to purchase textbooks limits opportunity to use funds for technology. Senate Bill 1388 and House Bill 1031 would allow the students greater access to digital content and devices, by allowing 100% of funds allocated for textbook adoptions to be used for the purchase of digital content and materials; and
Whereas, Class Size Amendment has dictated the number of students in the classroom  from the state level and allowing the class size to be determined at the school level as opposed to the classroom level would allow flexibility to account for unique situations known to the schools, House Bill 189 and Senate Bill 1370 support such flexibility; and 
Whereas, students are currently prevented from receiving credit in a course ending in an EOC exam if they do not pass the exam, despite passing the class.  Duval County Public Schools recognizes that the make or break year end test may not account for a year’s worth of knowledge and learning; therefore, support of Senate Bill 1076 would modify the practice and require that a student’s performance on an EOC assessment not determine whether credit is awarded for a course ending with an EOC, but rather constitute 50 percent of the final course grade; and 

Whereas, the current system does not recognize students who receive a Special Diploma under an Individual Education Plan (IEP), and then counts these as non-graduates in the four year graduation rate. Revising the current graduation regulations to include special diploma students as graduates in the four year rate is what Senate Bill 1076 would allow; now therefore
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Jacksonville City Council Support. The City Council strongly supports and urges the Florida Legislature’s passage of House Bills 189 and 1031 and Senate Bills 1370, 1388, and 1076 supporting the 2013-2014 Duval County School Board Agenda concerning PECO dollars, instructional material, class size amendments, end of course exams, and special diploma students and graduation.

Section 2.
 
Direction to Chief of Legislative Services Division.
The Chief of Legislative Services for the City Council is hereby directed to provide a copy of this resolution to the Duval County Legislative Delegation, Senate President and the Speaker of the House.


Section 3.

Effective Date.  That this Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Margaret M. Sidman
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